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FestiFall at Huntsville Botanical Garden celebrates autumn with vibrant events 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (August 12, 2026) – School is back in session and fall is right around the 
corner, which means it is time to mark your calendars and save the dates for all of the amazing 
events coming to Huntsville Botanical Garden in celebration of all things Fall! Read about the 
various events and programs below and be sure to check the website for details, ticket prices and 
registration. FestiFall events are proudly sponsored by First Horizon Bank with additional support 
from Window World. 

• NEW!: Bonsai Day, Sept. 5, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
o Discover the timeless art of bonsai at Huntsville Botanical Garden on Bonsai Day, 

presented in partnership with the Living Arts Bonsai Society. Explore a display 
of bonsai trees near the Train Garden, each carefully shaped over years with 
dedicated care. Meet experienced bonsai artists, learn about different bonsai 
styles and techniques, and discover what it takes to cultivate these living works of 
art. 

• Hops and Harvest, Sept. 12, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
o Raise a glass to fall at Hops & Harvest, a festive 21+ evening at Huntsville 

Botanical Garden featuring local craft beer, live music, seasonal competitions, 
and the beauty of the Garden in autumn. Sample beers from local breweries, 
including Yellowhammer Brewing, Straight to Ale, and Back Forty; meet the 
brewers behind your favorite pours, and enjoy live music by Frank 
Caravella alongside performances from local singers throughout the evening.  

• Pooches and PUPkins, Sept. 17, 5-7 p.m. 
o Dress your pup in their favorite costume and join the Pooch Parade, then stick 

around for our crowd-favorite costume contest featuring categories such as Most 
Creative, Best Duo, and Fan Favorite. Browse local pet vendors and sponsors, 
discover treats and goodies for your furry companion, and enjoy a festive fall 
evening surrounded by fellow dog lovers. 

o Garden members and their pups get in for free!  
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• NEW! Forage and Steep: Teen Tea, Sept. 19, 3-5 p.m. 
o Discover the fascinating world of edible plants during an afternoon of tea, treats, 

and hands-on learning designed just for teens ages 13-17! Join a horticulture 
expert for a guided walk through the Garden, where you’ll explore plants 
traditionally used to create flavorful herbal teas and learn the basics of 
responsible, sustainable foraging. After the walk, head indoors to create your own 
custom herbal tea blend and enjoy a hands-on tea party experience. Decorate 
floral cookies, build fresh fruit and cheese skewers, and sip the tea you crafted 
yourself. 

• NEW! Autumn Equinox Concert, Sept. 20, 6-8 p.m. 
o Celebrate the official arrival of autumn with an evening of live music beneath the 

stars at Huntsville Botanical Garden. The Autumn Equinox Concert features a live 
performance by Southern Strings, bringing together classical and contemporary 
string music in the Garden’s beautiful open-air Amphitheatre. Bring a blanket or 
lawn chair, settle in under the evening sky, and enjoy a relaxing concert 
surrounded by the sights and sounds of the season.  

• Fall Plant Sale, Sept. 25-26 
o Shop at our fall fundraising plant sale and enjoy a selection of perennials, native 

plants, trees, shrubs, herbs, and pollinators while supporting the Garden! 
September 25 (8 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.) is Member Day and the sale continues for the 
public on September 26 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

o New this year: Check out the selection of Garden Signature Plants propagated 
directly from the Garden’s own collections—grown from seeds, cuttings, or 
divisions. When you purchase a Garden Signature plant, you’re taking home a true 
piece of the Garden.  

• NEW!: Harvest Tea, Sept. 27, 2-3:30 p.m. 
o Celebrate the beauty of autumn at Harvest Tea, a seasonal afternoon of tea, 

treats, and Garden charm at Huntsville Botanical Garden. Enjoy a thoughtfully 
curated tea service featuring artisan blends from Piper & Leaf, paired with 
seasonal bites from Fern & Feast Bistro and an assortment of petit fours and 
cookies from Peggy Ann Bakery. Gather with friends, sip and savor the flavors of 
the season, and capture memories at a floral photo vignette inspired by autumn’s 
rich colors. Tickets must be purchased in advance. 

• NEW! Mahjong at the Garden, Oct. 2-4, times vary by date. 
o Learn, play, and connect during a relaxing weekend of American Mahjong at 

Huntsville Botanical Garden. Mahjong in the Garden offers a welcoming 
experience for every skill level.  

o Friday, October 2 | Learn to Play! Mahjong 101 
▪ Perfect for beginners 
▪ Start from square one as you learn the fundamentals of American Mahjong, 

including tile recognition, game setup, etiquette, and gameplay. No prior 
experience is required. 

o Saturday, October 3 | Learn to Play! Mahjong 102 
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▪ Build your confidence 
▪ Designed for players who have completed Mahjong 101 or have a basic 

understanding of the game. Review gameplay fundamentals while learning 
strategy, decision-making, and techniques for playing independently with a 
group. 

o Sunday, October 4 | Guided Play 
▪ Practice with instructor support 
▪ Put your skills into action during a guided game while Wanna Mahj 

instructors provide tips, answer questions, and help you gain confidence 
as you play. 

• Raptor Shows, Oct. 7, 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
o Don't miss this fantastic all-ages program and a chance to get up close and 

personal with awe-inspiring live birds of prey from the Auburn University Raptor 
Center. Witness the power and grace of these magnificent birds of prey up close 
as expert handlers showcase their natural behaviors, flight skills, and fascinating 
adaptations – while enjoying the beauty of fall at the Garden. 

• Little Monsters Mash, Oct. 10, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
o Celebrate the magic of fall at Little Monsters Mash, a festive daytime Halloween 

celebration designed especially for young children and the grown-ups who love 
making memories with them. Come dressed in your favorite costume and enjoy a 
morning filled with trick-or-treating, hands-on activities, music, games, and 
seasonal fun throughout the Garden. From decorating pumpkins and showing off 
your costume to dancing with a live DJ and exploring the Scarecrow Trail, there’s 
something around every corner to delight little monsters of all ages. 

• Spellbound in the Garden, Oct. 21-25 and Oct. 28-31, times vary by date. 
o This October, Spellbound returns with a nighttime experience created exclusively 

for adults (21+). Explore the Garden as familiar landscapes transform with 
dramatic lighting, atmospheric sound, seasonal décor, and mysterious scenes 
inspired by the spirit of the season. Designed to be explored—not rushed—
Spellbound invites you to wander at your own pace. Discover live performers, 
enjoy seasonal cocktails, gather around cozy firepits, and capture memorable 
photo opportunities as you experience the Garden after dark. 

o Spellbound isn’t a haunted house or a jump-scare attraction. Instead, it’s a 
mysterious fall evening filled with theatrical lighting, atmospheric sound, and 
unexpected moments that celebrate the beauty and intrigue of the Halloween 
season. 

• Meow-o-ween, Oct. 26, 4–6 p.m. 
o Join us for a purr-fectly spooky celebration as we turn Meowy Monday into a 

Halloween extravaganza! Bring your feline friends and dress them up in their most 
boo-tiful costumes for a day of fun at the Garden. Enjoy a leisurely stroll through 
the garden's autumn beauty, snap photos of your costumed kitty against the 
vibrant fall foliage and connect with other cat lovers in the community.  

In addition to these one-of-a-kind events, the Garden will also host these recurring favorites: 
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• Scarecrow Trail, Sept. 1 – Oct. 31, during Garden hours 
o Featuring dozens of scarecrows provided by area businesses, organizations and 

schools, your family will enjoy the elements of fun and whimsy these creations 
bring to the Garden. Included with admission. 

• Golden Hour, Fridays in September, 5-7 p.m. 
o We’re keeping it local on Friday nights in September with live local entertainment, 

food and drinks in the shade of the Cedar Glade. Limited table reservations are 
available by contacting visitorprograms@hsvbg.org.  

Some events may require registration or an event ticket. Be sure to check the website for 
pertinent details, including the Garden’s hours of operation, which change for available daylight 
hours in September and October.  

### 

 
About the Huntsville Botanical Garden 
Huntsville Botanical Garden is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that exists to connect people to 
plants to support a healthier quality of life for the region. Open year-round, the Garden contains 
diverse ecosystems to explore within its 118 acres. From grassy meadows to woodland paths, 
aquatic habitats to stunning floral collections, the Garden invites guests of all ages to discover 
the beauty and wonder of the natural environment. For more information, visit hsvbg.org. 
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